Colossians 1:15-17 

Jesus: God’s Agent In Creation

   Over these next 4 weeks of the Advent season we will be celebrating the coming of Christ through seeing Him as Scripture has revealed Him: as Agent in Creation, Messiah, Baby, and Savior. 

   Like many things Jesus tried to explain, Christ’s pre-existence was better understood by His followers after His resurrection and ascension. For you and I we have the history of the Word before us and the illumination that comes through the Spirit of God.

V.15 – “He is the image of the invisible God” – Scripture says of mankind that we are made in God’s image; or likeness (Gen. 1:26-27). But Jesus is more than like God, ‘He is the radiance of His glory and the exact representation of His nature’ (Hebrews 1:3). 

In Christ we see who God is: Creator, Redeemer, Merciful One, Love, etc.

“No one has ever seen God; the only Son, who is in the bosom of the Father, he has made Him known.” (John 1:18)

“The firstborn of all creation” – This isn’t expressing that He was born out of creation, rather, that He has been before creation and therefore has highest status in this world. All the fullness of God dwells in Him (v.19), making Him the supreme ruler over all of creation.

*See John 1:1-3, John 6:62, John 8:58 and John 17:5

V.16 – All things were created by Christ, through Christ, and for Christ. - If the Jews had only looked at Christ’s origin and who He represented they would’ve seen the King as He really is. 

*See Hebrews 1:1-4, 1 Corinthians 8:6

V.17 – “He is before all things, and in Him all things hold together” – Whether a believer or not, Jesus reigns over all of creation and we are dependent on Him for our existence! 
Jesus was not just a nice guy or a good teacher or a cute little baby in a manger! His life, His death, and His resurrection cannot be overlooked! His method for saving the world may not be how you would have done it, but you mustn’t miss the gift of salvation that is found only in Him. 

“For you know the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, that though He was rich, yet for your sake He became poor, so that by His poverty you might become rich.” (2 Corinthians 8:9) 

