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	August 12th, 2007

	Sermon Notes
Truth.Family.God.Community.Training

	Announcements 

· Baptisms: If you are in need of being baptized, we are holding an info session next Sunday after service. You must confess your faith to the Elders to be baptized later in August.
· The Noah Project: Our summer boat re-building ministry for kids ages 12 and up is under way. Please pray for this and send some kids our way! It runs 5-9PM Mondays in August here in the parking lot.

· A night of Jazz: August 17th, 6-10PM we are hosting Bub Pratt and his quartet. Cost is $25/pp, food and drink served. This is open to the public!

· Community Dinner: Each Sunday evening you can dine with others or just drop in to say hello. Open house style, 4-9PM. Directions are on the back table.

Contact Us
360.373.0440

P.O. Box 5533 Bremerton, WA. 98312

www.seasidechurch.com
	We Are Christians

    God is affording us a wonderful opportunity during this RRR to change how we 'do' church. Which isn't what we set out to become in the first place, but to our dismay we ended up being a church that you go to. I am going to attempt to steer us all back to the roots of the gospel; of being sent people who pursue our community with the same love of Christ that has taken a hold of us. 

    If I don't begin to communicate these things that He is convicting me of then I have nothing else to say. The glory of God is depending on faithful declaration and demonstration of the love of Christ, and the latter seems to matter more in our present culture than we even know. Texts that I am thinking on include but not limited to: 1 Peter 2:5,9-12, Ephesians 4, Nehemiah and Amos, with some Jesus quotes in Luke 19:10, Matthew 20:28 and Acts 1:8. Also Proverbs 16:9. These are all vision, mission, body related with an emphasis on the community that surrounds us. 


Currently:
We have Baptisms and the meaning of them to express and share in. This is something that we’d like to see as a regular occurrence, not just annually.

We have the desire of installing Eric Schuette as an Elder and this brings strength to the body and a new level of commitment to his home. 
We have the promising signs of the Noah Project this Summer with the potential it could mean to Peninsula kids and their families. Some local business leaders are taking interest and are looking to help us make some more in roads.
We have the reality of what Retreating could mean to the body through the use of the Mathews place and the Rodgers. Some families have already experienced the blessings of their generosity. 
We have the responsibility of ministering to the different communities we all come from geographically, and we all are capable and called to be ministers (someone who meets another’s needs with the gifts God has given him/her). We span all of Kitsap County with some families from Mason, Pierce, and Jefferson County as well.

We have committed to helping the Gilbert’s plant a new work in Boise, and we will help plant other churches as well.

We have 60 kids under age 12 and counting that will be the next generation to live out the gospel. 
We have a weak bridge to the Bremerton Food Bank that could be strengthened.

We have been contacted by the YWCA and asked to come along side of them in restoring the broken lives they try to heal.

We are 1 block from Kitsap Community Resources, 8 blocks from the Salvation Army, 10 blocks from the Juvenile Rehab office, less than 6 blocks from the high school no one wants to go to and to the only college in the county. We have 3 corrections facilities within reasonable driving distance. (These are examples of common grace happening already around us)

We have a building that is set up to handle varied uses that is under-utilized.

We live on a Peninsula that will continue to see population growth.

We live in a nation where the church is marginalized as a whole and we have got to earn the right to be heard.

Nehemiah – the walls and the gates are destroyed and the people are in great trouble and distress.

Amos- Social justice isn’t happening and the Lord’s people are held accountable.

Jesus came “to seek and to save what was lost” and “to serve and to give His life as a ransom for many” (Luke 19:10; Matthew 20:28), then He says for us to follow Him.

Ephesians 4 – We are called to equip Christians for service (action).

1 Peter 2 – We are being built up into a spiritual house. We are the people of God.

	
	“If we are heading in the same direction, we are likely to get where we are headed.” Chinese Proverb

    The Review process is all about evaluating where we are headed if we keep doing what we are doing. It has forced us to look to see if it was where we had originally set out to go. The realities have been sobering, but truthfully, the Christian church has lost its bearings for so long that we have had to work extremely hard to regain any awareness or sense of direction. As leaders who have grown up in an immature Christianity, we can say that we wish it were different, and that since the ball is in our hands we are going to try to make it different.

During the Review portion we have looked at:

Roles – who has done what or is doing what and are they suited for this, equipped, supported, etc. (Some people are being moved around, some are being given more assistance)

Relationships – Ministry is about people and people are fallen in nature. Unintentionally we had caused pain. We needed to pause to heal broken relations.

(So far God has blessed us in our willingness to confront and has brought healing)

Programs – We evaluated what we have done for the body and it’s effectiveness for equipping and training in righteousness. (Some things we will continue with and we are still looking at other ways to strengthen the body)

Goals – We looked at goals that had been set and gave them honest assessment.

(Overall we were pleased with our outcomes and we will continue to look for ways to measure our pursuits and to follow up on them regularly)

Systems – We evaluated current systems and needed systems. (We are still re-working some of what we do and are putting in place better structures to improve our stewardship of everything Seaside)

We are in the midst of the Re-organize process currently. We are slowly finding out the shifts that we need to make. We are also seeing that you too will need to shift with us. To do this you are going to need better communication about the processes we are undertaking in order to have us all Resurging as a unified body of believers. 

Upcoming:

We will be interacting with you more on the processes and how you can be involved in them. Please continue to pray for Jesus to build His church in ways that bring Him glory. Pray too that we will be included in His work and not passed by for any reason. 


Table Talk Exercise

    It’s time to learn to be the church. This is the first gear we are going to shift together. Let’s let down the guards and visualize the glory of God in action here on the Peninsula through a common goal - To bring the gospel to every home on the Peninsula.

First Question:

Who are the people that live on this Peninsula? Describe some of the difficulties to reaching them then describe some possible avenues for reaching them.

Second Question:

What would be the noticeable outcome if the named people groups from question 1 were redeemed?

Third Question:

Which of those groups do we have represented in our current body at Seaside? What are some ways we could come together to reach more of the people we live and work with?

Fourth Question:

Where is God already working in our community through common grace and how can we join in?













