Cross The Line

John 20

Intro

    We finished the book of James a few weeks back with a call to mimic the Savior by leading others in repentance (James 5:19-20). For Christians this would be living a mature gospel. 

       Pastor Eric then took us through John 1:1-18 and clarified who Jesus was and is – the living God, with no beginning and no end. 

         Last week Pastor Jeff walked us through Matthew 21:1-13 and we saw King Jesus on a colt fulfilling Scripture before a confused and indignant Jerusalem. 

          On Friday night we reflected on the crucifixion of the Lord Jesus and left off with Him buried in a sealed tomb with a guard keeping watch. 

            Let’s pick up with the written account in John chapter 20…

Part 1

Why was Jesus’ death necessary? Scripture tells us that we ‘all have sinned, and fall short of the glory of God’ (Rom. 3:23) and that the payment for our sin is death (Rom. 6:23). What kind of a God would He be if He did not punish those who broke His commands? He is a just God. 

● 1 John 4:10 “In this is love, not that we have loved God but that He loved us and sent his Son to be the propitiation for our sins.” 

● Gal.3:13 “Christ redeemed us from the curse of the law by becoming a curse for us.” 

Part 2

Who crucified Jesus? Scripture also tells us that it was God who crucified his own Son and that his Son willingly took on our sin and bore the punishment that we were due. 

● Is. 53:10 “The Lord was pleased to crush Him, putting Him to grief.” 

● Eph. 5:2 “Chris loved us and gave Himself up for us, a fragrant offering and sacrifice to God.” 

God did not spare his wrath that was meant for us, he spent it on his Son. And the Son did not serve the Father begrudgingly; He chose to die (John 10:17-18). Jesus bore our sin and shame to be obedient to the Father’s will.

Part 3

How then shall we live? If we are Christians, we should take up our cross daily and follow Jesus without shame (Mark 8:31-38). If you are not a Christian you need to,  “confess with your mouth Jesus as Lord, and believe in your heart that God raised Him from the dead, and you will be saved.” (Rom. 10:9) Cross The Line…

Part 4 – Facts

(A)

His Death: 

He did die. He was beaten until near death with his flesh hanging off of his bones.

He was dead on the cross before they took him down, as was the common practice. No one survives a Roman crucifixion. 

He was speared in the side, through his heart. 

He was wrapped in 100 lbs. of linen and spices, from head to toe.

He was buried in a tomb and left there for 3 days.

(B)

His Resurrection: 

He appeared first to the women at the tomb.

He also appeared to Peter, James, and Paul. 

He was seen and examined by the disciples, including Thomas.

He ate with them.

He appeared to more than 500 at one time, many of which were still alive when Paul wrote 1 Corinthians, @ A.D. 52-56, some 20+ years after Christ Jesus.

He stayed on this earth for 40 days after His resurrection, and then ascended to heaven.

(1 Cor. 15:12,13 “Now if Christ is preached, that He has been raised from the dead, how do some among you say that there is no resurrection from the dead? But if there is no resurrection of the dead, not even Christ has been raised.” 

*All the beliefs of Christianity hinge on this one miraculous event. To disprove the resurrection is to debunk Christianity. 

(1 Cor. 15:17 “If Christ has not been raised, your faith is worthless; you are still in your sins.” 

(C)

His Promises:

Jesus promised that He would not only rise from death to prove beyond any doubt that He is God, but that He would also judge everyone who has ever lived and determine his or her eternal fate (John 5:16-30).

Jesus promised that those who do not trust in Him would rise to face the fires of eternal torment in hell (Matt. 10:28, 13:36-43, 25:41, 46).

Jesus promised that those who do trust in Him would rise to experience the joys of eternal love in His kingdom and that even now Peace would be with us (Luke 14:14; John 5:21-28, 6:39, 6:44, 11:23, 20:19-23). 

Jesus loves you. He died in your place to tell you so. All we have to do is Cross The Line…

