Isaiah 60

Jesus: Messiah Part 1

   Over these next 4 weeks of the Advent season we will be celebrating the coming of Christ through seeing Him as Scripture has revealed Him: as Agent in Creation, Messiah, Baby, and Savior. 

   Like many things Jesus tried to explain, Christ’s pre-existence was better understood by His followers after His resurrection and ascension. For you and I have the history of the Word before us and the illumination that comes through the Spirit of God, giving us a proper view of Christ’s person and character which causes us to worship Him. 

  There was a spiritual darkness, a depression within the land of Judah during Isaiah’s time. The Israelites in the North had already been taken captive by the Assyrians (722BC) and now Isaiah, in chapters 1-39, foretold of Judah’s coming exile into the hands of the Babylonians (605, 597, 586BC). But we serve a gracious God who has made promises He intends to keep. In Isaiah chapters 40-66 we see the restoration of Israel beginning (536BC), the temple and its walls rebuilt, and we see the Lord Jesus as the Redeemer of His people. 

   Much of Isaiah’s written work is not just about the physical Jerusalem, but also includes the spiritual Jerusalem – the eternal Kingdom. No other prophet wrote as much about the coming of the Messiah and what He would mean to the Israelites and to the world. 

V.1-3 – Jerusalem will shine – There has been a moral and spiritual darkness that has pervaded over the land and the people that will be overcome. Their worship has become meaningless and they have forsaken their God (See even ch.1 for an example), but now they will shine with the glory of their God and nations will be drawn to her. 

V.4-9 – Gentiles will believe – In belief of the One True God, whole nations will come to Jerusalem with praises, even carrying the children of Israel in their arms (4c).

V.10-14 – The city will be rebuilt – It was foreigners who destroyed the city walls and its temple (586BC), and the future Jerusalem will be rebuilt by these same ones. And when they come, they will bow to Him (Is. 45:23; Philipp. 2:9-11). 

*Don’t miss v.10b, for God is the Sovereign One who does as He pleases.

V.15-18 – Walls = salvation and gates = praise – There will be no more violence, devastation, or destruction here. The spiritual Zion will far exceed the physical.

V.19-22 – The Lamb will be their light – For Jesus is the glory of the Lord (Rev.21:23), and His light will shine forever! In heaven the smallest will be the greatest and everyone will be righteous! 

*But how will all of this happen? God has said through His prophet Isaiah that He will make it so, but when? Through whose hand will they be delivered? How similar is the state of our society when compared to the Israelites? Do we need a Deliverer as well?                              

