Isaiah 61:1-3

Jesus: Messiah Part 2 

    Last week we looked at chapter 60 in Isaiah and saw how the Father had given hope to captive Israel through the prophet that Jerusalem would one day shine and all nations would be drawn to her. We interpreted this for both the literal Jerusalem and for the future, eternal Jerusalem, heaven. 

    Now in chapter 61 we see the Anointed One of God being described by His actions towards others and are given a glimpse of the reconciling work we too have been called into (2 Corinthians 5:17-21). 

Definitions: Messiah – Hebrew for “the Anointed One”

                    Christ – Greek equivalent of Messiah

V.1 – Anointing by the Spirit – It was common to anoint a king with oil (Saul and David 1 Sam 10:1,10; 16:13), and for the affluent to use oil for after a bath. Here though this servant of the Lord is anointed with the Holy Spirit, as was Jesus at the time of His baptism (Matt. 3:16-17).

Jesus’ own claims – In Luke chapter 4:14-30 Jesus makes the claim to being the Messiah to the surprise of those present.

Jesus’ own life actions – The actions of the one described in Isaiah v.1 is the same things that Christ Himself did while on this earth. See the rest of Luke 4. 

“You know of Jesus of Nazareth, how God anointed Him with the Holy Spirit and with power, and how He went about doing good and healing all who were oppressed by the devil, for God was with Him.” (Peter in Acts 10:38)

Some more history  
Isaiah 58:1-14 – We see how the Father wants the people to stop their oppressive ways, and to reach out to the poor in their communities. They have no respect for God, for being obedient, or for being socially just. The Messiah has come to change that through us.

Isaiah 59:1-15a – God is gracious and willing to deliver them, but He is making it clear that their rebellion towards Him has destroyed their society, leaving it void of all justice and truth. The Messiah has come to change that through us.
Isaiah 59:15b-21 – God hates injustice. Because no one else is helping the oppressed, He will. He has sent the Messiah to right these wrongs in our world, and Jesus has empowered us to be His agents of change.
Isaiah, Zechariah, and Ezra (post-exilic prophets) all saw the unfaithfulness of the remnant Israel (Ezra 9:1-15). How then would they ever be the nation that all others would be drawn to? How would they, sinners, be righteous forever?? 

Jesus is the remnant of one – Truly righteous (Is.53:9) and sinless (1 Peter 2:22). He would have to be subject to divine judgment, which He was – on the cross. Then He endured exile – in the grave – as punishment. Three days later He was restored to life – His resurrection!
