Jesus: Born King of the Jews

Matthew 2

“Now after Jesus was born in Bethlehem of Judea in the days of Herod the king, magi from the east arrived in Jerusalem…” 
V.2-6 – They came to worship the King. 
Magi – Tradition says there were three, but all we know for sure is there was more than one from another land. They would be educated men, with backgrounds in astrology, astronomy, or natural sciences. Their names are not known, although they’ve been given some over time.
Herod – He was a wicked ruler of the people, known for his cruelty to others, including some of his own family (he had several of his children and some of his wives executed). He was not of David’s descent, nor of Jacob’s, and therefore was an appointed king to the Jews by the Romans and of the line of Esau. See Genesis 25:19-34. 

*Is it not just like God to bring Gentiles from another nation to worship His Son in order to call attention to Himself and what He is about to do? How was Jerusalem responding to the scene? Herod?

*How were these magi able to come and worship? 1 Corinthians 12: says, “no one can say, ‘Jesus is Lord’, except by the Holy Spirit.” See also John 4:23-24 regarding worshipping God in spirit (Holy Spirit) and in truth (How He’s been revealed in the Bible).

*This is no different than you and I being adopted into His family of worshippers and then being called by Him to make His great name known throughout Kitsap.

V.7-11 – God led them and they came bearing gifts.

Star – They saw a star in the East that led them to the place where Jesus was born, but what made this star stand out? Was it the same glory of god that led Moses and the people during their time in the wilderness? See v.9-10.

*When they get to Jesus He is inside a house and is referred to as a child now. Both give reference that the baby has been moved from the manger and that some time has passed, although we most commonly place them in the manger on the day Jesus was born…

Gifts – Gold (purity, deity), Frankincense (the incense of His life as sacrificed), and Myrrh (used for embalming a dead body). Was this all coincidence? Have we applied too much meaning to these expensive gifts? See Isaiah 60:5, 11; 61:6; 66:20; Haggai 2:7-8; Zech. 3:10. 

*And what do we offer Him? Do we give Him our hearts or just words (Mt.15:8-9.

V.12 – And they returned home to tell the story. 

*Isaiah 60:3 – “Nations will come to your light, and kings to the brightness of your rising.” People are here in Kitsap from all over the world. We have a chance to represent Him to them with eternal impact. This is our worship. 
