Ecclesiastes
“A Life Well Spent”

Chapter 1 

Meaningless, meaningless…everything is meaningless.
    King Solomon has done a personal, scientific study showing the unpredictability of everything in this life – except for God Himself (1:12; 12:13). We’ve recently come from studying the book of James together which we themed “Living a Mature Gospel”, to here, where we find a mature person who is able to see life as it really is. The language of the book sometimes confuses the reader, but for the most part there is a consistency of thoughts centering around our meaningless pursuits and the need for focusing on the things of God. Solomon tells us to enjoy life and the gifts God gives, yet know we will be judged, therefore, fear God above all else for to not pursue His will would be the pinnacle of foolishness (2:24-25; 12:13-14).
    Since Genesis 3 man has been carrying the weight of the curse (sin), and it is only through the redeeming work that Jesus has done on the cross that we have been set free from sin’s bondage (Galatians 3:13-14). This is why Jesus can say that He is greater than Solomon, because Solomon could not provide an antidote to our sinfulness, he could only point it out (Matthew 12:42). 
   For more background on Solomon read 1 Kings 1-11.

V.1-2 – All is vanity 
    Solomon gives us our book theme right here by stressing the point of life being filled with so much meaninglessness. Now if someone was to read this book without the conclusion in chapter 12 they would possibly want to crawl in a hole somewhere and wither away. As Christians we are supposed to be able to read a book like this and draw a better understanding of the God we serve, His sovereignty over all things, and the salvation He’s given us already. 

V.3 – Our work gains us nothing
    Solomon is very clear in this book about the curse of our labor while on earth. We may work hard but then the next guy may not appreciate your hard work. You may earn wages, but you have to keep doing so your whole life long, only to leave it all behind one day (and you don’t know when!). 

V.4 – We come and we go
    People are dying today and people are being born. We are somewhere in the middle. To think differently than what he is presenting is to be able to say you can slow this all down or speed it up. Go ahead try it!

V.5-7 – The ceaseless cycles of creation
   The sun, the wind, and the rivers all continue to do the same things every day and never reach an end goal.
V.8-11 There’s nothing new under the sun
    He’s not shunning ma’s creativity here, but merely stating that we are only doing the same things as those who have been before us, only sometimes to differing degrees. For instance, we may travel by airplanes now (which is new), but people have always been travelers (not new). 

V.12-18 All is vanity and striving after the wind
    Solomon was definitely a risk taker. His exploration of all things done under the sun lead him down paths he should never have gone (1 Kings 11). There are many things we should be learning from those that have gone before us, yet somehow each generation seems to think they need to go and see for themselves…

    Scripture has been given to you and I by God so that we might live a life well spent. Most of us will never be afforded great wealth that gives us the time to look into life’s mysteries or a great mind that can take in all of the wisdom of the past. But, we can live a life in submission to the Spirit of God (Galatians 5:16), and be fruitful in our time under the sun.
