“A Life Well Spent”
Ecclesiastes Ch.2

    Continuing His quest for understanding all of life that has been done under the sun (1:13), Solomon shares with us in Chapter 2 how he pursued pleasure, how he compared having wisdom to being foolish, what are the real fruits of our labor, and is God pleased with any of it. 

V.1-11 I Pursued Pleasure…
    Solomon had many, many things at his disposal if he so chose to partake (2:9). But to bring the truth home for you and I we must consider ourselves (here in America) to be able to partake of many of the same things. Even if we may never own certain things, we know full well what it is to want them. 

    For all that he was able to acquire, his heart was pleased a little (2:10), but even this is not lasting (2:11). 

Question – Have you lived enough of life to see the cycles of pleasure; that you must move to the next thing to create the same feeling of satisfaction?

V.12-17 I Compared Wisdom To Folly  

    Here Solomon states that wisdom is better than folly for wisdom would allow a person to see things as they really are (2:9; 13). But death seems to be the equalizer in all things for every wise man is forgotten same as the fool. “So I hated life…”
Question – Are we more impressed with the wisdom the world says is meaningful or that which God says is wise? How do you reverse this?
V.18-23 I Hated All The Fruit Of My Labor
    Because all of his possessions are given over to the next guy who may not be so wise (2:18-19), Solomon hated the fruit of his labor. 
Question – Have you ever considered how much the quality of our life is dominated by our work? We lose sleep, we sacrifice our health, become joyless, and all for or work? Is your life’s work something that positively or negatively affects who you are? 
V.24-26 God Gives Us Pleasure
    In light of all the things that have and will be written of as meaningless, it is sweet to the ears and to man’s spirit to know that our God has compassion on us in our work being done under the sun! Realize this though, that He is the source of our joy! Not our work, not our riches, not our possessions. 

Conclusion – Wouldn’t it just make more sense to pursue the One who is the source of all joy while on this earth rather than the things of the world? 
“For who can eat and who can have enjoyment without Him?” (v.25)

    May all thanks be to our God for not leaving us in total despair while we are on this earth, and surrounded by all of its brokenness. Now, let’s press into Him and His will for how we spend our days. (Philippians 1:27; 2:1-2)

