A Life Well Spent
Ecclesiastes 3

    We are continuing our studies of the wisdom-filled writings by the once King of Israel, Solomon. For more history on his life read the first 11 chapters of 1 Kings. Otherwise, be reading and re-reading this boo over the next couple of months, and ask God to use it to grow you in your understanding of Him and How He desires you to spend your life. 

V.1-8 Life is full of cycles
    Solomon tells us there’s a time for everything that will be done by us under heaven. Meaning, although we may be in the midst of a difficult season, it’s only a season, and our Sovereign God reigns over it like He does all things (3:11). But there is a warning in here as well to how we spend our time. See Matthew 6 and the words of Jesus, who tells us there is a way to spend our life.
Question – When is the last time you took time before the Lord and asked Him to sift your life and how you are living it? 
V.9-15 Enjoy God and the time He’s given
    Verse 14 says, “… everything God does will remain forever”. This is our cue to focus on the things God is doing, for they will last, and when He comes to judge us for what we’ve done with our time on earth He will be pleased (2 Cor. 5:10; Matt.6:33, 25:23; Romans 16:19-20). 
Question – How much of your life circles around the things of God (telling people about Jesus, caring for the poor, making disciples, praying)? 

V.16-22 Where would we be without Him?!
    Solomon closes out ch.3 by saying that the wicked man has the same fate of an animal, and that because of man’s nature for wicked things, there is too often no difference between the righteous man and the wicked man (16). This should not be so. Every man, good or bad, will be judged for their time spent under heaven (3:17; Matt.16:27). 

Question – Do you believe what the Scriptures say about judgment for every human being? Are you living to a different standard than what God has put before you to live? Where will this lead to? 

    Learning to follow God takes focus, like reading a good book in a noisy room. Life will throw at us all kinds of seasons, and some will try to steal away our focus of the things that really matter (i.e. God, family, Kingdom living). But the time for living our life will come to an end like the good book, and hopefully the goal of living a life well spent will have been accomplished, for He will sift all of our days just as He said. 
    May the Lord Jesus find us busy with all that He left for us to do when He returns, or may we go into His presence having been running in His direction all along! 

