Seaside Church



 “A life well spent”
Ecclesiastes 4

    Solomon had set his “mind to seek and explore by wisdom concerning all that has been done under heaven” (1:13), only to find that so much of this life is vanity, a chasing after the wind. God has put this book within His Scriptures because it contains truth that He wants us to meditate on and understand. As with all truth, when we come face-to-face with it, we are supposed to be willing to trade our prior thoughts/opinions for God’s everlasting truth.    

V.1-3 Oppression is evil
     “… With liberty and justice for all” completes The Pledge of Allegiance but it gives no indication as to how everyone will receive liberty or justice other than implying that all Americans can and should have them and that everyone should possess the attitude that all are worthy of them. It’s a great start, but as with everything else, it’s easier said than done. 

    With escalating costs of living, further division within homes, and a melding of spiritual beliefs, we will continue to experience the injustices of this life in ways that are sometimes subtle but their effect will be great.   

Q – In addition to prayer, is there one thing you do that expresses care for someone else outside your home (and not for compensation)? Can you think of something you could do to help a fellow man, just because it’s right? 

V.4-6 Envy is evil
   “You shall not covet your neighbor’s house; you shall not covet your neighbor’s wife or his male servant or his female servant or his ox or his donkey or anything that belongs to your neighbor” (Exodus 20:17). 

    We seem, by our sinful nature, to want to always be the best or at least better than who ever we are with at the moment. This screams to our struggles with pride. And if we are tired of this game then some of us will go into a state of utter laziness and not do anything at all. 

Q – How often are you sifting your motivations for working? Is there a difference between you and others you work with? If there’s conviction in this area, what steps can you take right now to show your desire to being obedient?

V.7-8 Overworking is evil
     Solomon already pointed out that so much of our work is vanity and striving after the wind (2:11), so to consume ourselves with it would be a waste of a life. Even the Lord rested and took the time to take in what He had done (Exodus 20:10-11). 

Q – Can you see how there doesn’t seem to be any consistent patterns to follow for living today? Our U.S. culture is dominated by work and yet more work doesn’t make me a better husband or father or neighbor or friend or Christian or…

V.9-12 Greed is evil
    Two are better than one, and even better than two is three (12b). There’s a concept of sharing the good things with others that flows through Scripture. This further reveals an aspect of God’s character that He wants us to reveal to others. God wants us to think of others (Philippians 2:3) and then act upon those thoughts. 

Q – Is there something going on in your life that you would say is good that you could share with someone else?

V.13-16 Better to be poor and wise

    “Better is a little with righteousness than great income with injustice” (Proverbs 16:8). Let’s make sure that what we are so enamored with in society is the things that God would say are good and lasting and let’s not be so careless to affirm everything that man does. Amen? 
