Seaside Church



   “A life well spent”
Ecclesiastes 5

    Solomon continues to explain how so much of this life is really just a chasing after the wind; pure vanity. Throughout the book there is a hope given to us that seems to be hidden, but really it’s been there all along. 
V.1-7 Fear God
    If you were able to keep the perspective that God is over everything and does as He pleases, would you then maybe consider more carefully how it is you approach Him in prayer or even speak of Him to others? This is precisely the view we are to have of Him and what Solomon is describing. (Look back at 3:14)
*See Isaiah 1:10-20; Matthew 6:5-15
V.8-9 Look out for the poor
    Like the early verses of chapter 4, we are reminded that the tiers to society benefit the rich more than the poor and justice will be tough to see carried out, although everyone needs stability to be profitable.

Question – What do you think some benefits might be to our society/world if we genuinely cared for those in need? 

V.10-12 Money doesn’t satisfy
    Consistent to the examples of all the generations that have been before us, we still are a people that lusts for more of everything and are never satisfied. Our only saving grace is that God keeps most of us humble and like a good father He doesn’t give us everything we ask for. 

Question – How often are you battling needs vs. wants and what do you do to put boundaries around your desires? 

V.13-17 Money comes and money goes
    For all the effort we can put into acquiring money, there’s nothing we can do to keep it forever. Naked and broke we come into this world, and naked and broke we go out. 

V.18-20 Don’t despair entirely…
    What God gives to a man can be accepted and then held with a right view (2:24). Remember, the only reason money can be so destructive is because we are a fallen people, plagued by our sin. Money itself isn’t evil, but man in his core is. 

    What a faithful God we serve! He had made a promise long ago that He would set apart a people for Himself (Genesis 12:1-3). He works tirelessly to preserve us. So much so that He came down here to die for the very sins (pride and arrogance, greed, the love of money, selfishness, etc.) that try to separate us from Him. 

