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“A life well spent”

Ecclesiastes 8

    Life can get us down. Trying to get out from under the pressures without the guidance from God is not the     answer though. There’s contentment available to us all if we will rest in His good and perfect plans. Our portion in this life when compared to others may be small, but the One who has given to each knows what enough is.                 The best thing we can do in our lifetime is to work to know and understand who He is and what He has determined to be a life well spent. 

V.1-9 Submit to the authorities He has us under
    Solomon is telling us to be patient amidst life’s circumstances and to remember, there are seasons to life (3:1-8). No matter where we are finding ourselves right now, we have a responsibility to live righteously and to wait on God to deliver us to a better place. The temptation will be to give in to our flesh and to try to run from what seems like misery. 

Q - Do you or I know what the future holds? Or why God is allowing this ‘thing’ to happen to us? In the meantime, use the days wisely and spend time training and being a Christian. See 2 Timothy 2:1-7.  
V.10-15 Fear God and do well
    Over and over Solomon has been talking to us about life’s inconsistencies. There are so many. Through them all though, he tells about the consistency of the Lord God, and how we will all give an account for how we have spent our lives in accordance with His commands (12:13-14). The Elder’s of the church have a responsibility to God to uphold His commands and to see that those in the church do likewise (1 & 2 Timothy, Titus, 1 Peter 5). 

    At times nothing will seem to make much sense, but if you are fortunate you will at least experience a few pleasures in life and when times are difficult your mind will cling to those good memories (v.15; 2:24-25; 5:18-20).      
Q – How much time is being spent by Christians trying to undo what God has made crooked (1:15)? What else could we be doing that might have a positive impact on people? 

V.16-17 Apart from God we can do nothing
    Try as we might, man will find no greater meaning to life than what God has established for us to know. People are literally losing sleep over things that will not last; not for this lifetime, and definitely not after death. 

Q - If certain things were so important to have or to know would not our loving Father provide them for us or at least the opportunity to have them? (Whether they are things or knowledge or relationships or ..?)
    The world is desperately trying to conform you and I to whatever it has going on at the moment. Christians are not supposed to get caught up in it, but instead we should be renewing our minds to the things of God, that we might live our lives in a manner worthy of the gospel that’s been built on Christ Jesus.
See Romans 11:33-12:2

Imagine the body of Christ living out Christianity harmoniously! 

Imagine what the people on the Peninsula might see or hear or experience through us! 

Imagine Christ Jesus being glorified through our living!

This would be a life well spent. Amen?

