Ecclesiastes 9




“A life well spent”
Seaside Church

    There’s so much information available to us in our lifetime, yet so much of life will still not make sense or be very pleasure full. All the knowledge in the world won’t make someone perfectly happy, or healthy, or financially content. Our nature as human beings will cause us to desire more of every good thing we experience, leaving us empty handed and empty hearted in the end. 
    God knows this about us. He made us. He also made a way for us to escape from the constant struggles our sin brings into our day-to-day living, and it’s through Jesus (John 8:31-32; Galatians 5:1). A life set free by the blood of Christ can be a full and rich life. Apart from Jesus there is no real living, only death.  
V.1-6 Death is the equalizer of all humanity
    People in this world may differ on how to spend their lives and what or who to believe in, but death will put even the wisest person in their place. Some will have had a life full of love, some of hatred (v.1). Death won’t care so there will be no favoritism when it comes. 

Q – If you keep living your life the way you are, will you (and God!) consider it to have been well spent or not? 
V.7-10 Go then!!!
    While we are still living we are urged to use our time wisely (v.10) and to see God as the source for our contentment. Solomon has already told us that it is God who has given to man that we would have any joy in this lifetime (2:24-26; 3:12-13; 5:18-20). If we recognize His provision and depend upon Him, we will be standing on solid ground at all times. See Psalm 23.
Q – What in life brings you contentment, or comfort, or compassion? 

V.11-18 Heed wisdom while you still can!
    Too often we are caught up in worrying about details that we can’t control or make happen any faster than they are. Christian contentment is about slowing down the pace of life and resting in the things that God says are good and lasting and right. Much of the world’s wisdom does not run parallel to Biblical truth (1Timothy 4:1-5 and 2Timothy 4:1-5). 

    Christian fellowship, or the local body of believers, is supposed to be about inspiring people to become doers of the Word and not just hearers (James 1:22). We are attempting to do that here at Seaside by preaching the Word consistently and by providing Community Groups for more intimate interaction to happen between households. 
    Obviously there are other things happening that aid as well in the caring and educating of the body, but truthfully there isn’t a single thing we can do that will make anyone decide to obediently walk with Jesus and pursue His will over all else. Each person must see that they alone are the barrier between living a life well spent in God’s eyes and living a life of self fulfillment. 

Q – Have you decided to follow Jesus yet into a life that brings peace and joy and doesn’t lead you into fear or death? If so are you continuing to walk with Him and to not only ‘say’ He’s your Lord but to really live in submission to His Lordship? 
    May Jesus find us faithful when He returns or when we go to meet Him face to face, that would be a life well spent. Amen. 

