Ecclesiastes 10 



“A life well spent”

Seaside Church

   We’re getting near the end of another book and a lot of advice has been thrown our way. It’s important as we continue our study that you keep in mind this process so that you will see and hear all that’s to be had: 

First off, God initiates in our relationship. This means He is the origin of truth and all Biblical content. Nothing has been written in Scripture that wasn’t God inspired (2Tim. 3:16-17). Second, His intervention/revealing transforms our thinking  (2Cor. 5:17). Third, as we are transformed, our actions become God glorifying (James 1:22; 2:24). 

    Here in chapter 10 Solomon continues to explain the differences between the life of a fool and that of the wise man. Much has been said, done, and recorded so that you and I can learn from those that have gone before us. The question that remains to be answered by each of us is, “Did we live in accordance with all that He’s made known (wisdom), or did we follow the path of fools…?

V.1-4 – Check your heart
    Fools are noticeable. Watch out! You need to have your head screwed on straight and rely upon the discernment the Holy Spirit gives to sift peoples’ words and ways. A wise man needs to continue to seek what is right and to guard his character always. See Matt. 6:33 and Colossians 3:1.

Q – Are you aware that if your heart doesn’t desire the things of God then you will be more likely to go in directions that the Lord Himself would not go and that He also doesn’t desire for you to go? Spend time this week on Matthew 6:33 and ask God to show you what His kingdom and His righteousness are.

V.5-7 The world is upside down

    Life is full of chances to see that things don’t always make the most sense. Sometimes people will be in positions of authority that know the least about their role. But don’t despair for His glory can still shine (Proverbs 28:12). The sooner you accept that things are often backwards the sooner you can get back to Matthew 6:33!

Q – Ever felt like you were more qualified than someone else over you? How was your attitude?

V.8-15 Live intentionally
    So many in this life are only getting it half done. On the outside their potential is clearly seen. In addition to our individual talents and responsibilities God has entrusted His gospel with us and if we aren’t careful we will stop short of the right things. See 2Tim. 2:15.

Q - Why is it that we spend too much time dreaming about the ‘what-ifs’ and too little time ‘doing’ that which can be done?

V.16-20 Point the way! 

    Christians are called by God to live life in such a way that others will want to call on our God and give Him praise. A fool let’s life slip by without much enjoyment, and probably blames and curses everyone else for their hardship. A wise man sees this life for what it is and what it isn’t. He also realizes it’s a lot sweeter having good food, good drink, and money to make it all happen along the way. See 1Kings 10:1-13.

Q – If someone followed your lifestyle or habits, not your spiritual advice, where would it lead them? 

    Once again we’ve been warned that there are two roads in this life, and only one of them leads to God. Others have gone before us on the straight and narrow and some are doing so right now before our very eyes. If we are wise we will seek out those that are going the Way, while we cling to the truth of Scripture and the guidance of the Holy Spirit. 

    Imagine living your life in such a way that others find deep peace, joy inexpressible, and life everlasting… and then do it! Amen. 

