Ecclesiastes 11





“A life well spent”
Seaside Church 

    We’re winding down a great study of the book of Ecclesiastes, so stay focused! There are some great nuggets of truth to still be gleaned. This chapter doesn’t disappoint. Again Solomon reminds us that God is the only one who knows what He is up to at all times. Even in our ignorance of the things of God we’re told to make the most of our time, and to cast our nets wide for the hopeful harvest. Be adventuresome. Think broadly about the possibilities in your lifetime. Don’t give in to grief or anger or evil things. You haven’t got the time to be sidetracked. Soon it will all be over and sooner than you may think… 
V.1-6 The activity of God (“you do not know…”) 
    Solomon uses the examples of a sea merchant and a farmer to show the diligence we are to live our lives with. A sea merchant sells his products to many nations, not knowing from which one the best profits will come from. A farmer can’t wait for the perfect weather to sow his seed or he never will. 
    Even in today’s society with the stock market analysts and Farmer’s Almanacs and Weather Channels, no person alive can tell you if there will be a natural (God) disaster or a war or something else that will send things tumbling or soaring. Therefore, be diligent in the evening as well as the morning. And be hopeful about both. 
Q – How can your life reflect being someone who is casting their net for the possibilities? (Be careful as this can get out of balance really quick!) Don’t be greedy or neglectful of other responsibilities. 
V.7-10 Live life with your eyes wide open (while you can…)
    A long life is seen as a good thing. Enjoy it. Just remember that a long life will have seen a lot of evil done under the sun, and these things are not to be forgotten. A long life lived out Biblically should have caught on somewhere along the way as to what this lifetime should be used for. More years lived shouldn’t just amount to more things accomplished for self, but wisdom should be gained and the purposes of God should become paramount in your living. See Ephesians 5:15-17, and 2 Timothy 4:6-8.
Q – Do you have a Paul in your life? Or a Timothy? Could you be one for someone else? 

    Next week we will finish this book that’s been chock full of wisdom. We’ve been told numerous times to enjoy our fleeting lives and realize our enjoyment has been a gift from God (2:24-25; 9:7-9). While the sun is still shining and you still have blood flowing through your veins you should be pressing into all that life has to offer, specifically life in Christ. Because for all of the things we can’t know about, we can at least know that “God will bring you into judgment” for everything we do under the sun (11:10). Amen.

UPCOMING:
    *Following Ecclesiastes the Elders are going to preach through a series of messages to clarify the mission of Seaside Church and how you can play a part in its’ execution. We will be laying before you some specific needs within the body that need your attention and a listing of some Summer events.
    This is an exciting time in the life of our church for there’s still much more work to be done. Please consider being as consistent as possible through the Summer months, either in attendance or following along on the web (www.seasidechurch.com). Our desire is to be able to mobilize a lot more of you into the mission of spreading the gospel here on the Peninsula. 

