Ecclesiastes 12



“A life well spent”
Seaside Church

    As we close out Ecclesiastes I feel as though I am saying goodbye to a great friend. One who is wise beyond anyone else I know, yet still wiser than even his own years. Now this friend wouldn’t take the credit for his wisdom as being his own doing, rather, he would say this is a wisdom that has been given from the One Wise God (1 Kings 4:29-34). And it’s because of the origin of Scriptures’ truths, that we can go to them assured that God is meeting us there (2Tim.3:16-17; James 4:8). 

V.1-8 Remember your Creator…while you still can
    Solomon charges all people to take the time to see where they have come from and where they are heading. He says to “remember Him” before you get too old and your physical body starts breaking down. As you study Scripture it is important to view the Bible as a complete work, not separate, unrelated books. This will always point you and me to the person and work of Jesus Christ. 

    Jesus as Creator, “all things came into being through Him, and apart from Him nothing came into being that has come into being” (John 1:3). 
    Jesus as The Way to knowing God, “I am the way, and the truth, and the life; no one comes to the Father but through Me. If you had known Me, you would have known My Father also; from now on you know Him, and have seen Him.” (John 14:6-7). 
Q – Have you become a follower of Christ Jesus yet? How else will you get to God?

V.9-14 Heed His truth…while you still can
    Fearing God and keeping His commandments can only be understood through understanding the whole of Scripture. His commandments are not just the Ten, and His person is best described as one of love and not fear. See 1John 4:15-5:3. 

“Oh, the depth of the riches both of the wisdom and the knowledge of God! How unsearchable are His judgments and unfathomable His ways!
For who has known the mind of the Lord, or who became His counselor? (Isaiah 40:13)
Or who has first given to Him that it might be paid back to Him again? (Job 35:7)
For from Him and through Him and to Him are all things. To Him be the glory forever. Amen.” 
(Romans 11:33-36)
Q – Have you tried living life already according to what culture has said is a good way to go? Have tried living life according to what Scripture says is a good way to go?     

    The theme for Ecclesiastes has been “A life well spent”. This was chosen because of seeing the wisdom of Scripture as more than just mind stretching, but as life giving. If a person will submit to the loving authority of God’s Word, He has promised to love us as His very own, to come into our lives and to make our hearts His dwelling place (2Cor. 5:17-21; Ephesians 1:13-14). This IS the gospel, and if we spend our days seeing His acts done towards mankind as motivated by love, we will have become as wise as any person can be while still under the sun.  Amen.  
