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	January 14th, 2007

	Sermon Notes
Truth.Family.God.Community.Training

	Announcements
· E-letter: What’s going on around here?? Drop your email in the offering plate and we’ll keep you posted.  

· Men’s Retreat: 2/16-18 in Olympia with Red Sea Church from Portland. Sign-up today.

· Women’s Bible Study: Wednesday’s 6:30-8:30 PM, upstairs. 

· Women’s Training Day: Jan.27th, Saturday, 930-330. Cost is $12. Sign-ups on the table.

· M.O.M.S.: 1st and 3rd Thursday’s thru June

· Community Groups: Meet weekly in Silverdale, Bremerton, and Pt. Orchard. Inquire about times and locations. 

· Interested in new chairs? We’re going to start a fund for them. They are going to cost us $40/ea., and we need 100 seats.

· Noah Project: Find out how we are using boats to reach out to Kitsap. Monday night at 7 PM meet here for a team meeting.

Contact Us
(360) 373-0440
P.O. Box 5533

Bremerton, WA. 98312

www.seasidechurch.com


	 Born Blind – John 9

1  There had been many other blind people healed by Jesus throughout the NT (Matthew 9.27-31; 12.22; 15.30; 21:14; Mark 8.22-26; 10:46-52; Acts 9.8, 17-19), but this is the first instance if a man born blind being healed. In the NT and OT

2  The idea of someone being born in sin comes from Exodus 20:5 and 34.7.  This idea, though valid on the surface, is further explained in Ezekiel 18.14-20.  You can see that the misunderstanding would be easy – but the key here is how the religious leaders use this incomplete understanding of Exodus as a way to oppress those they are called to shepherd (see Ezekiel 13.10-16; 22.28.31 to note how this wasn’t a new thing by any means).

There are also a couple other things possibly at work in this misinterpreted belief.  First, Rabbinical writings (extra-biblical interpretations of scripture, along with additional laws and such to provide a guideline for living as a Jew) claimed that a fetus could sin (Genesis Rabbah 63.6) – which was countered earlier in the same writings (Genesis Rabbah 34.10).  They also looked to Genesis 25.22 (in the story of Jacob and Esau) as the proof for this – a belief that was countered not only by Paul in Romans  9.10-13, but also from the book from which he quotes - Malachi 1.2-3, showing the OT roots.  There are also beliefs that ran within the Essenes and Gnostic communities that held to a form or re-incarnation (possibly accounting for Matt. 16.13-14).  

5-6 Jesus continues to prove out His place as the Messiah, not only healing the physical blindness (from Is 35.5), but also, as we will see, the spiritual blindness (Is. 42.18-19).  The power in the act of Jesus stooping to make this mud is broad.  Remember that first, this is the Creator (see John1.3-4), the One who created Adam from this very clay.  We also see the means of which Christ desires for the people around Him to see that He can use even the dirt and spit to glorify God.  He also is at this point “breaking” the law of the Sabbath (m. shabbat 7.2) by kneading the dirt with the spit, and then using that to “paint the eye” which was prohibited (b. ‘Aboda Zara 28b), and even some would consider the use of spit itself to be included in this prohibition (y. ‘Aboda Zara 14d).  Furthermore it was against the “law” to mix the sand and spit to make the clay in the first place (Shabbath 24.3).  Not much in the way of true Biblical law in all that – hence why Jesus strikes out against the man made “adjustments” to His law.

7  Siloam was a pool set inside the southeast wall of the city. Hezekiah had set it up as a back-up in case of siege. There was a spring called the Gihon Spring, or the Virgins' Font, up on the temple mountain.  He had built an aqueduct, a tunnel running the water from the spring up on the hill where the temple was right down into the pool. The Old Testament name for that pool was called "Shiloah," (Gen 49.10, Is. 8.6) which now has been called Siloam in the Greek. Shiloah and it meant "Sent."  Note that it was from the temple hill the water was sent and this was the sent water.  It represented that which was sent from God.

22 & 34  To be put of the synagogue (shammata – to destroy), according to the Talmud, happened in three tiers.  The first was called nesephah would exclude for 7-30 days.  The second was niddui, which lasted at least 30 days.  The third and final tier  was called cherem, or ban, whose duration was indefinite.  They would be avoided like lepers; and if they died while under the ban, they were buried without funeral or mourning. This could last for life. In all of these there was a loss of economic, social and religious ties.  We are unsure which is being related here.

31  From Job 27.9, 35.13; Ps 66.19, 109.7; Pr 15.29, 28.9; Is 1.15; Jn 5.16-18

 

	
	














