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@ Seaside Church

MEMBERSHIP COVENANT

“WHEN YOU MAKE A VOW TO THE LORD, DO NOT DELAY IN FULFILLING IT. HE HAS NO PLEASURE IN
FOOLS. FULFILL YOUR VOW. IT IS BETTER NOT TO VOW THAN TO MAKE A VOW AND NOT FULFILL IT.”
(ECCLESIASTIES 5:4-5)

PURPOSE:

WHEN ANYONE ENTERS INTO RELATIONSHIP WITH GOD BY GRACE FROM, AND FAITH IN, THE
PERSON AND WORK OF JESUS CHRIST THEY ARE ENTERING INTO TWO COVENANTS. THE FIRST
IS TO JOURNEY WITH GOD FOR THE REST OF THEIR LIVES AND LOVE HIM FULLY. THE SECOND
IS TO JOURNEY WITH HIS OTHER CHILDREN IN THE COMMUNITY OF THE LOCAL CHURCH. YOUR
MEMBERSHIP IN A CHURCH IS AN OFFICIAL RECOGNITION OF THIS, AND THE PURPOSES OF THE
SEASIDE CHURCH MEMBERSHIP COVENANT IS:

1. TO JOIN THE SPIRIT IN FORMING AN AUTHENTIC CHURCH COMMUNITY THAT REFLECTS THE
RELATIONSHIP BETWEEN THE FATHER, SON & SPIRIT

2. TO CLARIFY THE ON-GOING BLESSINGS & RESPONSIBILITIES OF EACH MEMBER.

3. TO ENCOURAGE CONSISTENCY, ACCOUNTABILITY AND LOVING UNITY WITHIN THE CHURCH
FAMILY.

4. TO ACCOMPLISH GOD’S CALL FOR THE SEASIDE CHURCH FAMILY.

THIS AGREEMENT DOES NOT IMPLY THAT YOU WILL NEVER FALL SHORT OF THE GOALS, BUT
THAT THE DESIRE OF YOUR HEART IS TO FULFILL EACH OF THE RESPONSIBILITIES STATED
TO THE BEST OF YOUR ABILITY. WE TRUST THAT YOUR COMMITMENT WILL BE A PERSONAL
BLESSING TO YOUR OWN JOURNEY IN CHRIST, AS WELL A BLESSING TO THOSE AROUND YOU.

THE FACTS OF MEMBERSHIP:

A NUMERICAL RECORD WAS KEPT (ACTS 2:37-47)

RECORDS WERE KEPT OF wibows (I TiIM. 5:3-16)

ELECTIONS WERE CONDUCTED (ACTS 6:1-6)

DISCIPLINE WAS CARRIED OUT (MATT. 18:15-20; | COR. 5; GAL. 6:1)

ELDERS WILL BE HELD ACCOUNTABLE FOR MEMBERS (HEB. 13:17)

THERE WAS AN AWARENESS OF WHO WAS A CHURCH MEMBER (ROM. 16:1-16)

WITH THE HELP OF THE HOLY SPIRIT, THE CHURCH LEADERSHIP COVENANTS THE
FOLLOWING:

1. WE COMMIT OURSELVES TO LOVINGLY CARING FOR YOU AND SEEKING YOUR GROWTH IN
CHRIST (HEB. 13:17; 1 THES. 5:12).

2. WE COVENANT TO PROVIDE TEACHING, PREACHING AND COUNSEL FROM THE SCRIPTURES
(GAL. 6:6; 1 TIM. 5:17-18).
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3. WE COMMIT THAT THIS TEACHING WILL SPAN THE WHOLE COUNSEL OF GOD’S WORD (ACTS
20:27-28).

4. WE COMMIT TO HELPING YOU IN TIMES OF NEED (ACTS 2:42-47, 4:32-35, JM. 2:14-17).

5. WE COVENANT THAT YOUR ELDERS AND DEACONS WILL MEET THE CRITERIA ASSIGNED TO
THEM IN THE SCRIPTURES (I TIM. 3:1-13 & 5:17-22, TiTUs 1:5-9, | PT. 5:1-4).

6. WE COVENANT TO PRAY FOR YOU REGULARLY, PARTICULARLY WHEN YOU ARE SICK (JM.
5:14).

7. WE COVENANT TO BE ON GUARD AGAINST FALSE TEACHERS (ACTs 20:28-31).

8. WE COVENANT TO EXERCISE CHURCH DISCIPLINE WHEN NECESSARY (MATT. 18:15-20; I COR.
5; GAL. 6:1).

9. WE COVENANT TO HELP YOU BECOME EQUIPPED TO SERVE CHRIST (EPH. 4:11-13).

10. WE COVENANT TO SEEK GOD’S WILL FOR OUR CHURCH COMMUNITY TO THE BEST OF OUR
ABILITY AS WE STUDY THE SCRIPTURES AND FOLLOW THE SPIRIT (ACTs 20:28, | PETER
5:1-5).

11. WE COVENANT TO SET AN EXAMPLE AND JOIN YOU IN FULFILLING THE DUTIES OF CHURCH
MEMBERS (1 Co. 11.1, PHILIP. 3:17, 1 TIM. 4:12 ).

WITH THE GUIDING HELP OF THE HOLY SPIRIT, I, THE UNDERSIGNED, COVENANT THE
FOLLOWING:

1.1 AM A CHRISTIAN WHO HAS BEEN SAVED FROM MY SINS BY THE GRACE OF JESUS CHRIST. |
HAVE BEEN BAPTIZED TO GIVE TESTIMONY OF MY IDENTIFICATION WITH THE BODY OF CHRIST
8& OBEDIENCE TO THE SCRIPTURES.

2. | HAVE READ AND UNDERSTOOD SEASIDE’S DOCTRINAL STATEMENT AND AGREE TO NOT BE
DIVISIVE TO ITS TEACHING. | ALSO UNDERSTAND THE IMPORTANCE OF SUBMISSION TO
CHURCH LEADERSHIP AND WILL BE DILIGENT TO PRESERVE UNITY AND PEACE (HEBREWS
13:7, 17; EPHESIANS 4:1-3)

3. | WILL ENDEAVOR TO MAINTAIN A CLOSE RELATIONSHIP WITH THE LORD THROUGH REGULAR
PERSONAL BIBLE READING, PRAYER, FELLOWSHIP AND PRACTICE OF THE OTHER SPIRITUAL
DISCIPLINES. MY JOURNEY IN CHRIST WILL BE EVIDENT THROUGH MY REGULAR
PARTICIPATION IN THE CORPORATE WORSHIP SERVICES, AND INVOLVEMENT IN A SMALL
GROUP OR CLASS (Ps. 119:97, 105L; ACTs 2:42-47; HEBREWS 10:23-25).

4.1 WILL STRIVE TO PROPERLY MANAGE THE RESOURCES GOD HAS GIVEN ME, INCLUDING
MY TIME, BODY, GIFTS AND TALENTS, ATTITUDES, FINANCES AND POSSESSIONS (EPH.5:15-
18; ROMANS 12:1-2; EPHESIANS 4:1-16; GAL 5:22-26; PROVERBS 3:9-10). THIS INCLUDES
REGULAR GIVING TO SEASIDE THAT IS SACRIFICIAL AND CHEERFUL (2 CORINTHIANS 8&9).

5. | COMMIT MYSELF TO THE SEASIDE CHURCH FAMILY AND AGREE TO AID IN FULFILLING
ITS MISSIONAL PURPOSE TO BOTH BE AND BRING THE GOSPEL TO KITSAP. | RECOGNIZE THAT
HIS WILL BE ACCOMPLISHED BY PURSUING SEASIDE’SCORE VALUES OF TRUTH, FAMILY, GOD,
COMMUNITY, AND TRAINING.

6. ] COMMIT TO USING THE SPIRITUAL GIFT(S) GOD HAS GIVEN ME FOR THE BUILDING UP
OF THE CHURCH, BOTH AT SEASIDEAND UNIVERSALLY (I PT. 4:10-11; ROMANS 12:1-8,
1CORINTHIANS 12:7-31).

7. 1 COVENANT TO PRACTICE THE HUMILITY AND SACRIFICIAL ATTITUDE OF CHRIST BY
CONSIDERING THE NEEDS OF OTHERS (PHILIPPIANS 2:1-11), NOT GOSSIPING (PR. 16:28,
MATT.18: 15-17), AND SEEKING SPIRITUAL FRIENDSHIPS (PR. 17:17).

8. ]| COVENANT TO HAVE FRIENDLY CHRISTIAN RELATIONSHIPS WITH BROTHERS AND SISTERS IN
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CHRIST FROM OTHER CHURCHES, BUT | WILL NOT FUNCTION IN LEADERSHIP OR AS A
MEMBER IN ANOTHER CHURCH FAMILY (HEBREWS 13:17).

9. | COVENANT TO FOLLOW THE BIBLICAL PROCEDURES OF CHURCH DISCIPLINE, AND SUBMIT
MYSELF TO DISCIPLINE IF THE NEED SHOULD EVER ARISE (MATT. 18:15-17,GAL. 6:1-5).
10. | COVENANT TO SUBMIT TO THE AUTHORITY OF THE SCRIPTURES AS THE FINAL ARBITER ON

ALL ISSUES (PsALM 119, 2 TIM. 3:16-17).

GOD ENABLING ME, | WILL STRIVE TO CONSIDER MY COMMITMENT TO THIS MEMBERSHIP
COVENANT ON A YEARLY BASIS. | UNDERSTAND THAT IT IS AN EVALUATIVE TOOL, AS WELL AS
AN AFFIRMATION OF MY CONTINUING CONVICTION AND PURPOSE. MY RESPONSIBILITY WILL
BE TO NOTIFY THE SEASIDE LEADERSHIP IF AT ANY TIME | CAN NO LONGER COMMIT TO THIS
COVENANT, OR IF | HAVE ANY QUESTIONS, COMMENTS, OR CONCERNS REGARDING SEASIDE
CHURCH.
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